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  From Richard, the Team Rector 
 
Bible Sunday, the last Sunday after Trinity, is also will be closest Sunday 
to Martin Luther Day, October 31st. 
 
Some people may be surprised that we remember Martin Luther on 
Halloween; we should rather be shocked that society has taken up 
Halloween as an anti-Christian festival and placed it on top of the day that 
commemorates the key figure in the birth and growth of the Protestant 
form of the Christian faith. 
 
The Catholic structure to the beginning of November has All Saints’ Day 
on the First, and All Souls Day on the Second. These two days comprise 
the remembrance and commemoration of the faithful departed. 
Halloween, however, has come to be understood as the celebration of 

everything that does not belong in heaven, so that we enthusiastically rejoice in the unfaithful, 
and every form of nastiness. We excuse this as it is fun for children! It is so good to see that 
churches are seeking to provide positive alternatives for children this year, at St Stephen’s and 
at Redditch Baptist Church, to name but two. 
 
Martin Luther restored to the Church the freedom of salvation by grace through faith, without 
needing to prove ourselves to God by our own - sometimes extreme - acts of religiosity. Luther 
brought to our attention scriptures such as: 
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” (Romans 5:1), and “For it is by grace you have been saved, through     
faith -  and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -  not by works, so that no one can 
boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
Luther was a great enthusiast in the preaching of God’s grace, that our salvation is because of 
the unmerited favour given us through Jesus, and not by any good work that we might perform 
to try to impress God. Jesus was perfect, but the rest of us are all sinners who need the 
salvation gained for us through His death on the cross. 
 
Luther himself was far from perfect, but he was operating with few helpful precedents, and 
given the radical nature of his departure from the religious norms of his time he did a 
remarkable job. Many good things flowed from his ministry, including the birth of the Church of 
England. 
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We are a reformed as well as catholic denomination. This is made clear in the Book of    
Common Prayer, where specific rubrics made sure that the English Church avoided any   
repetition of the Roman Catholic practices of the time. Priests are instructed from the north 
end of the table rather than face east; to repeat the service in a loud voice that the            
congregation can hear; the service is in English and not Latin; the bread and the wine are 
both to be consumed by the laity on every occasion that the Lord’s Supper is celebrated 
whereas Roman Catholic practice was for the priests alone to take the elements, except  at 
Easter, where the congregation took only the bread; prayer is made to God in the name of 
Jesus, and never through any of the saints; there are no prayers for the dead; clergy wear 
simple robes; the Bible is read out, loud and clear, in English, whereas the Roman Catholic 
church used Latin in all its services until the nineteen sixties. Through the Reformation, Jesus  
became directly accessible to ordinary people once more. We have far more to thank Luther 
for than we might think. 
 
On the last Sunday in October we also celebrate Bible Sunday. Perhaps it is time we picked 
up our Bibles again and read about the man that who revealed God to us and changed the 
history of the world for all time. It will really help our faith and, at times, what the New        
Testament actually says may challenge and surprise us. In church, you will only ever hear 
small snippets of the scriptures, and we can never read them through as a book or we would 
be in church for far too long, so the only way to properly get to grips with the Bible is to read   
it at home every day, starting with the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A verse for October 
 

We bring you good news; that you should turn from these  
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and       
the earth and  the sea and all that is in them. He has not left   

himself without a witness in doing good - giving  you rains from 
heaven  and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and          

your hearts with joy. 
 

Acts 14: 15 & 17 
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November 2017 Magazine                                                                

Please send your articles and items to our central email address:                           

contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk by MONDAY 16 October 

Thank you.  

 

Magazine subscriptions                              

from only £10 per year 
  For more details please contact 

 Dean or Jane Hall 

 (contact details inside back cover) 
 

Thank you for supporting  

 St. Bartholomew’s and St. Mary’s Churches 
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Wardens’ World 

October 2017 

We hope all of you had a good summer and a good holiday if you 

got away. Whilst the Halls soaked up the August Bank Holiday 

sun on the Devon coast the Milton family went to Sweden and 

Denmark, where one of the highlights was the Viking ship 

museum in Roskilde, just outside Copenhagen. Amongst the 

boats in its collection is a traditional ‘church boat’ (built in 1944) 

for service on Denmark’s lake Siljan, collecting people from rural 

farms and villages to come to church each Sunday. Up to 20 rowers would power it, with space for 60 

churchgoers, showing that giving people lifts to church is nothing new, and providing a great incentive 

to attend Sunday worship: after all, if 20 burly rowers turn up on your doorstep to take you to church, 

having already rowed across a lake, you are unlikely to turn them down! 

This highlights a couple of issues for Tardebigge.  Firstly, due to illness or infirmity, some of our 

congregation are finding it harder to get to church, and have to rely on lifts from others to enable them 

to come to St. Bartholomew’s or St. Mary’s.  If you are one of them, please do not hesitate to contact 

one of the wardens to ensure someone can bring you along, and more importantly, if you are a ‘burly 

rower’ and able to give someone a lift, please let us know so we can match drivers and passengers 

and lighten the load for all.   

Secondly, the churches form a vital centre for the community, not only for community worship, 

weddings, baptisms and funerals, but also (in the case of St. Bartholomew’s) providing a school hall 

and concert venue for very good quality music. The more people who attend the services and activities 

organised by the church, the more people we can get to know in our local community, and the more 

enjoyment we all can get out of it.  For those of you who have not yet explored them, we offer a wide 

range of services covering everyone’s taste, from informal and very family-friendly services to Book of 

Common Prayer Evensong every Sunday, with everything in between.  Even if you are not a regular 

churchgoer or even religious, try coming along once a month or so to see what goes on.  Only if 

everyone, particularly younger people, join in now can we ensure that the church will be there for us 

and for future generations to use for their weddings, funerals and other ceremonies. 

Continuing the watery theme, we are also immensely grateful to all those local people who ignored the 

‘biblical’ rain, hail and thunder at lunchtime on Saturday 9th September and came to enjoy Tardebigge 

Fair and Show once the storm had passed!  We were amazed at how many people showed up to 

reward the valiant stallholders, and special thanks to the visiting fire engine crew who did their best to 

clear the school drains! 

On other more secular matters, we are also very pleased to report that although we did not win, 

Tardebigge did very well in the ‘Best Kept Churchyard’ competition organised by the Worcestershire 

branch of the Council for the Protection of Rural England.  In the first round in June/July we were  
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placed third out of the 15 churchyards of more than one acre, with a score of 93%, and in the final round 

(August) came sixth.  Many thanks to our groundsman Matt Massey, and to everyone who helped to 

avoid litter and keep the churchyard tidy. 

The Fair was quickly followed by another Tardebigge event, this time a concert featuring ‘Epiphany’, a 

very talented group of professional musicians who gave a very professional and entertaining 

performance – Pachelbel’s Canon was particularly impressive when performed by just a string quartet 

and will remain in our minds for a long time!  We now run in towards Christmas and the wardens’ work 

intensifies again…. By the time you read this we will be in Harvest season, with our Harvest Festival 

service and Harvest Lunch on 8th October. One month later sees Remembrance Sunday (November 

12th), and we would love to see as many parishioners as possible at this important service. More details 

of our Christmas services in the next edition! 

Chris and Dean   

The Spring Greens is our ladies’ group for women of all ages with a young outlook.  
We usually meet in the Church Hall on the third Thursday of the month at 7.45pm.         
For more details please contact Jane Hall (07980 358252); or  
Email janeehall73@gmail.com 

 

In September we enjoyed a visit to the cinema to watch ’Victoria and Abdul’   about 

Queen Victoria’s friendship with Abdul, a young clerk from India. We all thought it was a 

really good film, and worth seeing! 

 

Future Spring Greens dates for your diary (may be subject to change) are as follows: 

 

                                   19 October                                    15 March 

                                   16 November                                 25 April (Wednesday) 

                                     7 December                                 17 May 

                                     1 January                                     21 June 

                                     8 February                                   12 July 

 

                              Jane Hall 
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The Evergreens are an informal group of people of our church and other friends, all over 
50 years of age, who are happy to meet several times a year for fellowship, for afternoon 
tea some months, for a Christmas lunch, and for a garden visit in the summer…. 
 

   For more information please contact  Vivien Mackenzie  (07727 293664)  
 

Tardebigge Church Men’s Group 

Our Church Men’s Group exists for fellowship and service. Besides holding       
meetings for our members, we also organise several social events each year to  
which all church members and friends, including the ladies, are invited.                                                   

                                        For more information please contact Rev. Richard Clark 

 

Men’s Group Meeting in the Church Hall. 

Friday 6th October at 7.30pm   

Speaker: Dave Besley 

All are welcome to come along to this meeting, where Dave Besley will again  
present an illustrated talk, this year called ‘Travels with a Canon Camera’.  

Please put the date in your diary!                                   

 

Greetings all Evergreens! 
 

The next Evergreens Meeting has been arranged for Monday 16th October at 4.00pm in 
the Church Hall, come along for a chat and tea and be part of a friendly group. 
 

Sadly, very few were able to come along to our afternoon tea held at Littleheath Garden 
Centre in July.   It was a beautiful day and the tea was scrumptious. It would be lovely to 
see more join the organisers in October.  The more the merrier! 
 

If you are intending coming along, could you please let me know by the previous      
Thursday (12th October) so that those who prepare the tea know how much they need to 
make.  As usual, there will be a raffle. 
 

Finally, if you would like a lift, please give me a ring (0121 445 1245 or 07727 293664) so 
that this can be arranged.                                                                        
                                                                                                                 Vivien Mackenzie 
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Autumnal Promise 
 

Out walking one October day, 
Border collie at my heels 

I am struck by how autumnal 
The countryside now feels, 

Bronze and golden are the leaves 
Still clinging to the trees 
Forming a rustling carpet 

As they drift down in the breeze. 
 

Summer’s reign is all too short 
Or so it seems to be, 

The long hours of warmth and sunshine 
Are a distant memory, 

The days are growing shorter now 
With a chill upon the air, 

Dusk falls ever earlier 
With hints of Winter everywhere. 

 

Each season brings new blessings, 
In October can be seen 

The sweet chestnuts and the pumpkins 
Awaiting Halloween, 

Each witch upon her broomstick 
Preparing to take flight 

Is a part of Autumn’s legacy, 
A seasonal delight. 

 

The dying days of summer, 
Cannot be a cause to mourn 

When we are spellbound by the beauty 
Of a golden Autumn dawn, 

All things are swiftly passing 
And in field and woodland track 

Will come Mother Nature’s promise 
That Summer will be back. 

 

                                                                    L M Wadlow 
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Celestial Corner 

It is 12 months since I told the story of the Greek myth about Cassiopeia (the queen), 
Cepheus (the king) and their daughter Andromeda.  As you can see from the chart for mid-
October at 10pm, they are all back on view. 
 
As you may remember, this is rather a “dull” time of the year in the heavens after the summer 
sky, as the autumn constellations have no 1st magnitude stars in them. What is more, this 
year there are no bright planets to add a bit of “brightness”, as the last of them, Saturn, sets 
around 8pm. 
 
However, remembering what Sir Patrick Moore used to say ”When you see the Seven Sisters 
rising in the Eastern sky, you know winter is not very far away”. And sure enough, there they 
are on the chart as a white blob by the “S” of Taurus! The heralds of Orion and his bright 
companions. 
 
We still have got the summer “triangle” with us, as you can see, Vega in Lyra (the Lyre), 
Deneb in Cygnus (the swan) and Altair in Aquila (the eagle), all still high in the sky in the 
South West. Cygnus is one of those constellations where you can imagine the shape of a 
flying swan, with its wings outstretched and Deneb marking its tail. Between Cygnus and 
Aquila are two “minor” constellations, Delphinus (the dolphin) and Sagitta (the arrow).  Sagitta 
does look like an arrow, however, Delphinus is hard to imagine, but is the head of the dolphin 
sticking out of the water! 
 
I wonder how many remember the brilliant comet, Hale-Bopp, that graced our sky for a 
number of months back in the early 1990s. It was a naked eye object for around four months. 
I had been watching it through my 10x50 binoculars for nearly eighteen months as it 
wandered slowly through Aquila and then shot across to Perseus as it went round the sun. 
We had to wait a long time for such a bright comet, the last one, the great comet of 1910 (not 
to be confused with Halley’s that was also around during 1910) was even bigger and brighter 
than Hale-Bopp! There had been bright comets between the two, Arend-Roland in 1957, the 
subject of the first “Sky at Night” program, fainter Mrkos, also in ’57, Bennet’s comet and 
West’s, but none of them was as bright as Hale-Bopp.  
 
Comets are unpredictable things and one can never tell how bright they will get as they 
journey around the sun at Perihelion (closest approach). A    typical example is Kahoutek, 
which put in an appearance around 1973. That was predicted to be a spectacular sight when 
it re-appeared after  going around behind the sun. It turned out to be a damp squid! There are 
plenty of comets putting in an appearance, but  most are small, or coming from the other side 
of the sun, and pass so close that the    gravitation of the sun either pulls them apart or pulls 
them so close that they burn up. Where do comets come from? There is a belt of them  going 
around the sun outside the   orbit of Pluto, known as the Oort Cloud, and every so often one 
falls out of orbit and heads in towards the sun. 
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While inside the orbit of 
Pluto, the gravitational 
pull of planets, especially 
Jupiter, can cause one of 
three things to happen. 
Its orbit can be changed 
so that after going 
around the sun it is 
thrown out of the Solar 
system completely,   
never to return, or it can 
return to the Oort cloud 
until chance brings it 
back to the sun again.  
Or its orbit can be   
shortened into an ellipse 
so that it returns after a 
certain number of years 
as a periodical comet. 
Such a thing happened 
to Halley’s comet which 
comes back every 76 

years. Halley’s was recorded by the Chinese in 1065, and has returned faithfully every 76 
years ever since. It was named after Sir Edmund Halley, the Astronomer Royal in the 1700s, 
who worked out it’s orbit, realised it was the same comet that was seen 76 years earlier and 
predicted when it would next return. Sure enough, it turned up bang on time, but Halley was 
not alive to see it, but it was only right that the comet should be named after him.  Its last  
return was in late1986/early ’87, but was not in a good position in relation to the Earth on its 
orbit and so was not a bright object. Also it has to be taken into account that every time a 
comet comes into the Sun it loses some of its mass and so gets smaller until it disappears   
altogether. It is, after all, nothing but a “dirty snowball” around a piece of rock left over from 
the birth of the solar system.  
 
When a comet approaches the sun it forms a tail as material is evaporated off the nucleus. 
This tail always point away from the sun. So on the way in the tail is behind the comet, after 
perihelion on the way back out, the tail is in the lead. Actually, very often two tails can be 
seen. A gas tail which is in a straight line away from the sun, and a dust tail that is curved, as 
it lies in the path the comet has taken/will take. This dust tail is made up of what are basically 
grains of sand and actually stretches all round the orbit of the    periodical comets and every 
year the earth encounters some of these dust trails. If it ploughs through one, we get a     
meteor shower. But more of that next month! The chart is for 10pm on the 14th October. 
 

R.B. 
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From The Parish Magazine of Tardebigge (St. Bartholomew)  

With Webheath (St. Philip) - October 1974  
 

All Sorts and Conditions 
 

Coffee at 6 

Just after 5.30 one Sunday morning I heard a car go by in the direction of the church. Could it 
really be a car or was it imagination? I thought I had better go and look. Sure enough there 
was a car parked by the church and two young people having a look round. I explained to 
them that I wasn’t snooping but just checking in case someone was about to break in, and 
they explained to me that they had been to a late party, were on the way home to sleep but 
thought they would have a ride around first when all was quiet on the roads and the morning 
was so beautiful. They came into the kitchen and had a hot cup of coffee each. While they 
were drinking they talked, he said that he had left his wife at home in bed and she said she 
was a churchwarden’s daughter. I wondered if his wife and her father knew where they were, 
and if they would have been surprised, amused, annoyed or pleased that the couple were 
having coffee at 6 in the morning in a Vicarage.  
 

Guitars at 9 
 

It was a Tuesday evening and there was a ring at the front door. Strangers, because all who 
know come to the other ‘front’ door which is really the back door near the garage. When the 
door was opened and in they came, two young ladies and one young gentleman. They 
announced they were from a narrow boat on the canal and they had noticed when up at the 
church that there was a service of  Holy Communion the next day at 10.45am . By that time 
next day though they would want to be on their way. 
 

So there and then we decided to have a service for them at 9am and we started to plan. They 
said there would be twelve of them and they would like Series 3. They would arrange when 
they got back to the boat for three readers, one for an Old Testament reading, one for the 
Epistle, and one for the Gospel, and they would provide for someone to lead the 
intercessions. And could they bring their guitars and have some singing? I looked forward to 
9am the next day. 
 

The service when it happened was a really good one. Everything was done well, playing, 
singing, readings and prayers. There was a warmth and sincerity about it all. I wished some 
more people could have joined them but there was not enough time to arrange that. 
 

After the 10.45am Holy Communion I went down to the canal to see if they were still there for 
the strangers of the night before had become new found friends. But they had gone. They 
were from Chislehurst in Kent, and I hope they will come again. 
                                                                                                                            David Copley 

From the archives……  
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Tardebigge Fair & Show 2017 - end of an era? 

Let’s hope not! - First of all, let’s celebrate this year’s event! Whilst I’m sure we all agree that the 
timing of the downpour at about 1.15 pm was less than ideal, everyone still knuckled down and 
got on with it, and I was delighted by the positive attitude with which visitors who did brave the 
elements were greeted and looked after, so thank you all so much for that! 
 

Incredibly, in spite of the weather, we did a little better than last year – final expenses such as 
engraving the produce show cups and the bills for beer and cider have still to be settled, but we 
are well on the way to £3,500 at least. Thank you to anyone who contributed to this total in any 
way at all. 
 

Reluctantly, I have decided that the 2017 Fair & Show was the last to be organized by  me – 
and I thought it only fair to explain to everyone why. 
 

Contrary to what you might think, the main issue is not the appalling weather we have endured 
for the last couple of years, although it is true that the weather does have a significant impact on 
our takings, as the event in its current form is quite weather-dependent. 
 

The much bigger problem is that every year it becomes more and more difficult to garner the 
manpower required to get an event of this size off the ground … this is no reflection on those 
who have been involved over the past few years - you always give 100 % and then some! It’s 
just that the pool of people to draw on is shrinking every year, and we seem unable to        
encourage any  significant numbers of younger people to join in. This makes me very sad, as I 
know those of us who are involved thoroughly enjoy the sense of community spirit which    
prevails on the day, whatever the conditions! 
 

The other issue is that I feel that the event itself may now be getting to the end of the road – 
until recently, the fact that we were a traditional fair and show was a selling point, and although 
there are still many people who come on the day and enjoy the event enormously (as witness 
those brave souls who turned out to visit us this year), there are many other events and     
activities running on any weekend over the summer which may take people away from us – and 
today’s family arrangements mean that people often have many other commitments at 
weekends. 
 

It is not my decision to make about whether the Fair and Show continues in its current form or 
any other – I will leave that to others, but I feel the time has come for me to stop organizing it. I 
will, of course, support anyone who comes forward to organize this or a similar event (there’s a 
detailed project plan, lists of people to contact, etc.). It would certainly be a pity to lose this 
focus for our scattered community altogether, so do give it some thought. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your contribution – whether you were involved this year or in any    
previous years – you have been part of an incredible tradition at a brilliant event! 
 

Lucy Parkes 
01527 871132 
ljparkes@btinternet.com 
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News from School 

September; the start of a new academic year and new beginnings for many. Our former 
Year 4 pupils have started their new schools and we’ve welcomed children starting school in 
our Reception class. They are all settling in well and getting used to new routines and 
making new friends. 
 
Not only have we welcomed new pupils to our school, but we have an unusual new starter; 
a 12 week old Cockapoo called Maisie. Her mum is a golden cocker spaniel and her dad is 
a white standard poodle; she was born in Droitwich. 
 
Maisie is our Tardebigge School Dog and is owned by a member of staff. During the school 
holiday she spent some time in Wales and even walked around Birmingham to get used to a 
busy environment and learning to walk calmly on a lead. In September she started evening 
classes at ‘Puppy School’ to learn good behaviour and be a good citizen. As you can 
imagine, she’s already proving to be a popular addition 
to the school. Maisie is enjoying getting to know 
everybody and is keen to hear children read. She loves 
going for a walk with an adult and children who have 
been working really hard. 
 
Each half term we focus on specific home/school 
values. This half term we are focusing on tolerance and 
friendship; encouraging the children to work together 
and to value their friendships. 
 
The autumn term is a particularly busy period and we 
look forward to sharing our news with you in future 
editions of the magazine. 
 
Jane Hall 
 
Contact details:  

Telephone: 01527 872886 
Email: office@tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk 
Website: www.tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk 
 

Head Teacher: Julie Cutler 

Maisie, pictured outside the 

Sunshine Room at              

Tardebigge First School 
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The Midland Sinfonia 

Virtuoso Violin, 7.30pm Friday 6 October 

St Laurence Church, Alvechurch 

Enjoy an evening with George Ewart, violin    
and Robert Markham, piano, 

playing some wonderful music:- 
Tartini – Sonata in G minor ‘Devil’s Trill’;   

Paganini – Caprices for Solo Violin 
Beethoven – ‘Spring Sonata’ Op.24 in F; 

Brahms – Sonata No.2 in A Op.100 
Sarasate – Carmen Fantasy;                      

Elgar – La Capricieuse 
 

Tickets: on the door £14.50, in advance £13 
from The Village Green Grocer and Florist, 

Alvechurch (the old bakery) or online at 
www.midlandsinfonia.co.uk 

FT students and schoolchildren accompanying 
an adult FREE 

 

For more information:  
midlandsinfonia@gmail.com or 0121 447 7040 
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We were privileged to have Epiphany perform at Tardebigge Church in September. Most of 

the musicians play in leading orchestras. Not only were we entertained by a quality         

programme of popular classics (see below) but the audience also found their playing very   

moving. 

The meaning of the word ‘epiphany’ is a manifestation; a public display of emotion or            

feeling.  The ensemble have a shared Christian faith and believe that music has the       

capacity to not just entertain, but to engage the listener in creative ways and bringing new 

perspectives and relieving stress. 

Programme 

Mozart D major Divertimento K136 (1st movement) 

Telemann Air a l’Italien 

Borodin Nocturne 

Linda Entwistle song - ‘I was born to love’ 

Schubert ‘Rosamunde’ from Am string quartet 

Pachelbel Canon 

INTERVAL 

Arrival of the Queen of Sheba 

Bach flute suite (last 3 movements) 

Linda Entwistle song - ‘ Here I begin’ 

Schindler’s list 

Fauré Sicilienne 

2 x ‘Sound Portraits’ 

Tchaikovsky ‘Sleeping Beauty Waltz’ 

Improvised blessing 



15 

 

The Epiphany ensemble are unique 

in the fact that they play individually 

inspired ‘sound portraits’. This   

involves the instrumentalists     

moving around, surrounding their 

subject with sound. Tardebigge 

Church experienced two ‘sound 

portraits’ during their previous   

performance at St. Bartholomew’s 

in March 2015; both very different and very moving. Two ‘sound portraits’ were again       

included in the programme for September. 

It was interesting to hear the ‘sound portrait’ of a gentleman volunteer who was a visitor to 

the church. He agreed that the mixture of life experiences and emotions the music portrayed 

was a true reflection of himself. 

The other willing volunteer was the Reverend Allison Davies. Some members of the audience 

commented afterwards that they felt the music reflected the busy life 

Allison has been leading; much of the music was also very moving.  

“ I was not sure what to expect from my ‘sound portrait’, but as 

the musicians played around me it felt like being embraced 

closely in the arms of a God who truly loves, and taken to a 

place of great beauty, colour and tranquillity. It was a really 

wonderful experience and one I shall never forget. Thank you 

Epiphany”.  Allison Davies 

At the end of the concert, it was simply wonderful how the audience were receptive to the 

improvised blessing. The musicians placed themselves around the church; and everyone 

was given permission to close their eyes if they wished to. The atmosphere was amazing; 

difficult to put into words; you simply had to be there to experience it. When the music ended, 

the church fell completely silent; you could hear a pin drop! It was not until it was announced 

that the evening had come to a close that the audience felt able to give a rapturous applause. 

People were left feeling they just wanted more…. 

A most moving and uplifting evening; we hope Epiphany will return to Tardebigge in the not 

too distant future. 

                                                                                                                                  Jane Hall 
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Songs of Praise 
Sunday 29 October at 6.00pm 
 St Bartholomew’s Tardebigge 

The last Songs of Praise held at St Mary’s Bentley was just brilliant, the 

singing was good and the introductions of requested hymns excellent. It 

would be good to do it again at this October service, so please get your 

requests in as soon as possible. Hope to see you there. 

Best wishes 

Roger 

Hymn Request 

First line of hymn: 

Why requested: (if you would like to tell us) 

Name: 

Contact telephone number: 

Please return to:  

Roger Powell 361 Birmingham Road, Lickey End, Bromsgrove B61 0EY 

Email: rmpowell@btinternet.com  (Phone 07971 888776) 

         Harvest Lunch 
At Tardebigge Church Hall 

On Sunday 8th October 2017 at approx. 1:00pm 
 

GRAND RAFFLE – GREAT FOOD 
 

Adults £12 per person to include a glass of wine Children 13 and under £5 
Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) - £25 

Tickets available from the church wardens: 
Dean Hall – 07985 165168 or deanrehall@gmail.com 

Chris Milton - 07825 749767 or cmilton@btinternet.com  
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Bentley Pauncefoot WI 
 

Bentley members can look back on September as a month of achievement despite some 

terrible weather.  After thunder and lightning raged over the gazebo, an intrepid band of WI 

volunteers at the Tardebigge Fair and Show managed to sell vast quantities of bric a brac. In 

fact, the White Elephant stall, with post event sales, raised over £500.  Also, this year more 

ladies decided to enter the show in the Church and their efforts were rewarded.  Christine 

Badger, Virginie Eckersley and Lynne Reading were thrilled with their success in various 

baking and preserve classes. 

 

On a different note, members were treated to a fascinating talk by Howard Robinson on 

“Vision, Perception and Optical Illusions”; seeing is believing …..or is it?  Howard described 

the structure of the eye and how we see.  Then he explained how the brain can be fooled.  

We saw, for example, images generating physical imbalance illusions, cognitive geometric 

illusions, and visual signal distortions.  All great fun and demonstrating what amazing tricks 

we can play with our minds. 

 

In October we look forward to a long awaited visit to the Kidderminster Carpet factory.  This 

celebrates a once vital and flourishing local industry.  Monica Carden and Shirley Shephard 

have also planned a Quiz Night at Bentley Village Hall on October 23 to raise money to 

support a defibrillator at the Village Hall.  We wish them every success. 

 
 

 

Lynne Reading 
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Letter from the Archdeacon of Dudley 
 

          The Venerable Nikki Groake 
 

Have you ever had a moment when something from the Bible you 
know to be true, takes on a much deeper meaning, or impacts you at a deeper level? 
 

This happened to me when I was privileged to attend a service in St Stephen’s, Redditch   
celebrating the lives of transplant recipients, organ donors and their families. ‘Gifts Beyond 
Price’ was the brainchild of Elaine Whitfield, a relatively new member of the church, and she 
planned the most beautiful and moving event, attended, to her surprise, by people from all 
over the country. Elaine’s father, Arthur, died in 2016. For the last twenty five years of his life, 
his blood was pumped around his body by a donor heart – he had benefitted from a       
transplant which had saved his life, and given him many more years than anticipated. It was 
this that Elaine wanted to express her thankfulness for, both to donor families, and to God. 
 

In a profound symbolic act as part of the service, Natasha, recipient  sixteen years ago of a 
donated heart and lungs when in her early twenties and close to death, lit eight candles,    
representing the lives one donor can save. Wendy, the mother of Jack, who died in a tragic 
accident last year, and whose organs were donated, then extinguished a large central      
candle, amidst hugs and tears, after speaking movingly to each other as representatives of 
each group, giving thanks for the lives involved. The Lead Retrieval Surgeon and Transplant 
Specialist from the QE hospital articulated some of the challenging dilemmas involved for his 
team, and both the joys, sorrows and weighty responsibility he experiences in making time 
sensitive decisions about life and death amidst tragedy. As a Muslim, he spoke powerfully 
about our shared humanity. The Reverend Paul Lawlor picked this up in his address too.   
Never have Jesus’ words in John 15 had such resonance: “There is no greater love than this, 
that someone should lay down their life for their friends.” 
 

Jesus, in a sense, donated his life, that we might live life in all its fullness   forever. Talking  
with many after the service who had received the gift of new life through the gift of a friend,    
or the death of a stranger, the love of God for each person he has made impacted me afresh. 
God so loved the world, that he gave his Son …. 
 
I resolved that day to live my life more fully, more gratefully, more aware of what it cost. I also 
spoke to my family making clear that should they ever be put in that awful place of decision, 
my bodily organs should, if possible, be used to bring life to others, as my life with God will 
continue into eternity, because Jesus laid down his life and lives in me. 

Nikki 
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Registers 
Baptisms 

Weddings  

Sept 03 Albert Jack DAVIS 

Harriet Erin MURPHY 

Sept 10 Nancy Mae DOWLING (at St. Mary’s) 

Sept 17 Elsie Ann HARRIS (at  St. Mary’s) 

Sept 24 Belle Molly BINNELL 

Beau Ivy BINNELL 

Sept 02 Adam Edwin CLEMENTS and Hayley CLARKE 

Sidesmens’ Rota 

 

Flowers 

Oct 1 11.00am 

  6.00pm 

E Price   and P Hopkins 

P Hopkins 
 

Angie Rigby 

Oct 8   8.00am 

11.00am 

  6.00pm 

D Hall 

G Price and L Parkes 

M Price 
 

Harvest -Team 

Oct 15 11.00am 

  6.00pm 

J Oldaker and P Hopkins 

P Hopkins 
 

Gladys Priice 

Oct 22   8.00am 

11.00am 

  6.00pm 

G R Underhill 

P Hopkins and D Stubbings 

T Powell 
 

Fiona Boyles 

Oct 29 11.00am V Richardson and P Hopkins Elizabeth Price 



21 

 

 Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Services at Tardebigge & Lower Bentley 

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and  
good deeds, Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  

But encouraging one another” Hebrews 10: 24-25a 

 

Sunday 1st October 

  9.30am  Café Church in the Church Hall  (breakfast from 9am) 

11.00am Traditional Morning Prayer 

  6.00pm  Traditional Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday 8th October 

  8.00am  Holy Communion 

  9.30am  Harvest Festival St. Mary’s 

11.00am  Harvest Family Service 

  6.00pm  Traditional Evensong 

 Sunday 15th October 

11.00am  Holy Communion and Sunday Funday 

  6.00pm  Traditional Evensong 

Sunday 22nd October 

  8.00am  Holy Communion 

  9.30am  Worship for ALL 

11.00am  Traditional Holy Communion (BCP) 

  6.00pm  Traditional Evensong 
 

Sunday 29th October 

  9.30am  Worship for ALL 

  6.00pm  ‘Songs of Praise’ at St. Bartholomew’s 

Oct 3 Marnie Izirein 

Oct 23 Chris Milton 

Oct 27 Michael Price 

Oct 4 Jane & Dean Hall 

Oct 5 Mary & David Peers 

  



22 

 



23 

 

Sudoku 

Solution next month 

Last month’s solution 

memory-improvement-�ps.com 
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Registered charity no. 1012868 
 

www.cherishfund.org.uk 
 

The Cherish Fund is a UK based charity 
which has the provision of education for 
African children and young people as its 

primary objective. 
 

The charity is also helping to support a 
clinic in Uganda; many of the patients are 

disabled children from local villages.  
 

Your support would be very 

much appreciated! 
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Church Wardens  
Chris Milton, 86 Finstall Road, Bromsgrove, B60 3BX 

(01527 871132 & 07825 749767) cmilton@btinternet.com 
 

Dean Hall, 73 Appletree Lane, Redditch, B97 6TD 
(07985 165168) deanrehall@gmail.com 

St. Bartholomew’s, 
Church Lane, 

Tardebigge, B60 3AH 

Directory St. Mary’s, 
High Elms Lane, 

Lower Bentley, B60 4JA 

Reader & Sacristan Raymond Hopkins 01527 67099 
Treasurer Kate Healey 

kate@katehealey.co.uk 
07583 607094 

PCC Secretary Vivien Mackenzie 07727 293664 
Parish Clerk & 
Electoral Roll Officer 

Jane Hall 
janeehall73@gmail.com 

07980 358252 

Choir Master Robert Barnett 01527 542491 

Organist Dudley Fowkes   

Safeguarding Officer & 
Sunday Funday 

Kay Middleton 
kmi@northbromsgrove.worcs.sch.uk 

07867 492938 

Central Communications 
(Magazine & Enquiries ) 

c/o Jane Hall 
contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk 

07980 358252 

Envl. Scheme & Gift Aid Lucy Parkes 01527 871132 
Magazine Distribution Jane & Sally Oldaker 0121 445 1844 

Sidesman’s Secretary Pat Hopkins 01527 67099 

Sexton Michael Price 01527 544152 
St. Mary’s Church, 
Lower Bentley 

Marion Wormington 
Michael Sansom 

01527 880666 
01527 83686 

Tardebigge First School Headteacher: Julie Cutler 01527 872886 

Church Hall Bookings Angela Rigby 01527 872174 

Community Hall Lynn Denyer 07763 446902 

Bentley Village Hall June Brazier 01527 403950 

Clergy Team 

Incumbent/Team Rector: Rev. Richard Clark  
The Vicarage, Webheath, Redditch B97 5PD                                

(01527 543967 & 07970 8234620 trhtredditch@gmail.com 

Rev. Allison Davies (Assistant Curate) (01527 60892) 
 

Rev. Paul Irving (Team Vicar, St. Leonard’s, Beoley & Education) (01527 435683) 

Rev. Paul Lawlor (01527 62375) 
(Rural Dean, Team Vicar, St. Stephen’s & Town Centre Chaplain)  
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Advertise in the Magazine 

Annual or monthly rates (annual shown 

below) 50% discount for charities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested please call Dean 

Hall on 07985 165168 or email your 

advert to us: 

contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk 

Format  Cost  

Black & White - full page  £100.00  

Black & White 1/2 page  £  75.00  

Black & White 1/4 page  £  50.00  

Black & White 1/8th page  £  30.00  

Colour - full page  £100.00  

Colour - inside cover  £100.00  

Colour 1/2 page  £  75.00  

Colour 1/4 page  £  50.00  

Colour 1/8th page  £  30.00  

 
 

    Evensong 
From the Book of Common Prayer 

Every 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday at 6pm 
 

St. Bartholomew’s Church,  
Tardebigge 

 

 
 
 
 

 
In a busy world… 

 

There is nothing that settles the spirit 
like worship and word in the calm, 
traditional setting of a country church 
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