
1 

 

July & August 2017 -   £1 

w
w

w
.ta

rd
eb

ig
ge

ch
ur

ch
.o

rg
.u

k 
  

  E
m

ai
l:c

on
ta

ct
@

ta
rd

eb
ig

ge
ch

ur
ch

.o
rg

.u
k.

 


P
ic

tu
re

  
“W

ed
di

ng
 C

ar
” 

by
 J

an
e 

H
al

l 

http://www.tradebiggechurch.org.uk/


2 

 



1 

 

        

  From Richard, the Team Rector 
 

Summer is a time for holidays, which are the successor of holy days, 
which were saints’ days or other Christian festivals during the medieval 
period when the whole community stopped work for a celebration and a 
rest. This could get out of hand, however, with some parts of Spain 
celebrating over 100 saints’ days at the time of the Reformation! 
 

British Summers are typically warm and wet, although long periods of dry 
weather can occur. These usually leads to a panic about water shortages; 

but just when we think all is lost, the clouds roll up like the Seventh Cavalry at the end of a 
Western, and the deluges begin again. In the drought summer of 1976 Dennis Howell 
famously was appointed minister for the drought, but shortly afterwards became the minister in 
charge of dealing with the autumn floods! 
 

The right amount of rain has always been vital in areas where the economy is primarily rural 
as without the right amount of rain, crops will either die from thirst, rot in damp conditions or be 
overwhelmed by flooding. Not enough rain this year, and flooding in 2015, have meant that we 
have a famine in parts of East Africa at present. 
 

In the Bible rain is seen as a blessing from God for all people, part of 
what are known as the “left-handed blessings” given by God to 
everyone. God loves us all so very much that He has given us life on 
this earth to care for, use and enjoy. When things go wrong He will want 
us to be a community and help each other to overcome the challenges 
we face, locally, regionally, nationally or internationally. Those who seek 
to work for others He especially smiles upon. 
 

The right-handed blessings of God are those reserved for those who have welcomed His son, 
Jesus. His spiritual blessings are given to those who are open-hearted towards Him, who pray, 
read the Bible, and put Him first in their lives. These blessings are often poured upon us by 
His Holy Spirit.  
 

The measure of His blessing may be limited by our faith or lack of faith, our holiness or 
unholiness (see the June issue of this magazine), but God has undertaken to give without limit 
to those who trust in Him. 
 

As we give thanks to God for the blessings of summer, let us also ask Him to fill us with His 
Spirit every day so that we will be blessed in fullest measure by our generous, holy and            
loving God and Saviour. 

 



2 

 

 

On Tuesday 6
th

 June we gave thanks for the life of Alan White 
 
 
 

 
The Revd. Alan White attended Ripon College, Cuddeston, in 1940 and was ordained in 
1942 in Leicester Cathedral, which means that he completed 74 years in the ordained 
ministry. He would have been 99 on June 16th. 
 
A talented mathematician, Alan taught and was school chaplain at Leeds Grammar 
School and Bromsgrove School. He was also a long-time scout leader. Alan was priest 
in charge at St Bartholomew’s Tardebigge from 1988 to 2000. Alan continued to attend 
at least one church service (usually two) every Sunday. 
 
A keen historian and railway enthusiast, Alan contributed to the re-establishment of the 
Bromsgrove Museum; he was a strong supporter of local steam railways; he has written 
the definitive history of the Birmingham and Worcester Canal, and a history of  
Tardebigge Church. He has also travelled extensively, still taking trips abroad in his  
mid-nineties. 
 
Alan had a balance problem for the past two years and attended balance classes every 
week. He became increasingly frail but continued to be involved in leading and    
preaching at services until the end of January, when following a fall it was decided that 
Alan White would no longer take part in any services except as a member of Tardebigge 
choir. He attended his last event at St Bartholomew’s Tardebigge on the Monday before 
his death.  
 
Alan died of Kidney failure at 1.15am on Saturday May 20th. The coffin was taken into 
church on Monday June 5th at 5.30pm; a private family cremation took place at 1.15pm 
on Tuesday 6th June; the main Memorial Service took place at St Bartholomew’s at 
2pm. The ashes will be interred at a later date. 
 
Alan’s energic and very full life and ministry is an example of dedication to the       
priesthood and devotion to duty. His enthusiasm for his community and his church 
ceased only when his body died; but Alan will live on, with Jesus, for ever. 
 

Richard Clark 
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Magazine Subscription Renewal 
 

If you wish to renew your subscription please do so by 
the end of August. Many thanks to all who have. 

 

£10 collected or delivered locally; £16 posted. 
 

Ways to pay: 
 

Hand cash in an envelope with your name & address to a church official 

By cheque (made payable to ‘Tardebigge PCC’) & post to Dean or Jane Hall 

(contact details inside back cover) 

By BACS – Account number: 70799599 Sort code 40 – 38 – 07                     

(please use MAGA as a reference) 

 
Thank you for your continued support 

September 2017 Magazine                                                                

Please send your articles and items to our central email address:                           

contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk by MONDAY 21 August 

Thank you.  

 

Magazine subscriptions                              

from only £10 per year 
  For more details please contact 

 Dean or Jane Hall 

 (contact details inside back cover) 
 
 

Thank you for supporting  

 St. Bartholomew’s and St. Mary’s Churches 

mailto:contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk
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Wardens’ World 

July and August 2017 
 

This year started with a larger than usual number of 

funerals and interments of ashes in our churchyard, and 

the month of June saw another major funeral, and with it 

the end of an era; 28 years of service to Tardebigge by 

the Reverend Alan White. His presence will be sorely 

missed, not only because of his ministry to the 

congregations of St. Bartholomew’s and St. Mary’s, but 

also for his energetic involvement in so many other 

activities; the school, the choir, the canal, the railway 

group, the church’s Men’s Group and the Evergreens – it was typical of him to make sure he joined the 

Evergreens’ tea party just a few days before he passed away.  He was also always exceptionally well 

organised, which made him a churchwarden’s dream and often lightened their workload by being so 

well prepared! 
 

As time goes, on, we are losing more and more of our 

dedicated supporters and helpers in church, and we really 

need to find young and more able-bodied people who are 

able to take up the mantle of people like Alan White and 

Ray Burn, and ensure a durable continuity for our church. 

Even small ways of helping are useful, and a great place to 

start is the annual Tardebigge Fair and Show, only two 

months away on 9th September. Please read the article by 

Lucy Parkes elsewhere in this magazine and see how you 

can help!  Because it is these community activities which really make for the best days at Tardebigge 

and bring us all together.  
 

For example, an amazing number of people ignored the rain 

and came to the Plant Sale, resulting in a very impressive sum 

being raised from sales of plants, teas and cakes, almost 30% 

up on last year. Many thanks to Lucy, everyone who grew the 

plants, and all the volunteers who manned the stalls!  With such 

success, we now have very few plants left for the Fair and Show 

plant stall, so feel free to pot up some more in readiness! 
 
 

By the time you read this, we will also have had the annual Tardebigge Informal Concert, with Dudley 

Fowkes and Sue Atkinson organising a comprehensive overview of the talent we have hidden around 

our community. We will also be looking forward to the Clent Consort’s performance in the Choral 

Evensong on Sunday 16th July. This will be our usual evening service with some stupendous singing, 
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and completely free of charge – don’t miss it! 
 

The churches are a major focal point for the local community, not just for funerals, baptisms and 

weddings. Let’s make sure they continue to serve the community for another thousand years. 
 

Chris and  Dean  

 

A verse for July/August 
 

Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing 

and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the 

Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 5: 19-20  

 

In June we welcomed Christine who gave an interesting talk about 

ceramics. She makes her creations in her workshop at home in 

Bromsgrove. 
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The Spring Greens is our ladies’ group for women of all ages with a young outlook.  
We usually meet in the Church Hall on the third Thursday of the month at 7.45pm.         
For more details please contact Jane Hall (07980 358252); or 

Email janeehall73@gmail.com 

                              Jane Hall 

Tardebigge Church Men’s Group 
 

Our Church Men’s Group exists for fellowship and service. Besides holding      
meetings for our members, we also organise several social events each year to 
which all church members and friends, including the ladies, are invited.       
                                            

                                                                                            
For more information please contact Rev. Richard Clark 

The Evergreens are an informal group of people of our church and other friends, all 
over 50 years of age, who are happy to meet several times a year for fellowship, for 
afternoon tea some months, for a Christmas lunch, and for a garden visit in the 
summer…. 

For more information please contact  Vivien Mackenzie 

(07727 293664)  

   

Calling all Evergreens! 

Afternoon Tea Monday 17
th

 July 

Please keep the afternoon of Monday 17th July free as Mary Watkins has booked 
for Evergreens to partake of Afternoon Tea at Little Heath Garden Centre at 3.00pm 
 

The cost will be £5 per person and Mary will need to confirm numbers and special 
dietary requirements the week before.  
 

Do look out for further details or expect a phone call!   If you need a lift, please let 
me know. 

Vivien (07727 293664; 0121 445 1245) 
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A unique range of choral music as the Clent Consort brings cathedral 

singing into this beautiful parish church for the evening service. The 

Consort is a choir from the Bromsgrove area which has sung services 

in cathedrals and abbeys from Chichester to Beverley. 
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The Diocese of Worcester is divided into two Archdeaconries; the Archdeaconry of 
Worcester and the Archdeaconry of Dudley. The Bishop of Worcester delegates 
administrative authority to the Archdeacon for each area.  The Archdeacons also play a 
major role in the pastoral care of the clergy and volunteers in the churches in their 
Archdeaconry and are generally responsible for the induction of vicars to their parishes and 
for the admission of church wardens. 
 

Each year there is a special service to formally admit the church wardens to the role in the 
form of a ’charge’ to the wardens.  
 

The service this year for the Archdeacon of Dudley’s Charge was held on June 6th at        
St. Thomas’ Church, Stourbridge. The Venerable Nikki Groarke, Archdeacon of Dudley, 
gave the address based on Luke 9: 38-36. The charge can be read or heard via  
http://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/2017/06/13/archdeacon-dudleys-charge-2017/ 

 Pictured with (on the back row) Rev. Paul Irving,  Rev. Richard Clark  
and Rev. Paul Lawlor are all the church wardens in the  Redditch Holy 
Trinity Team ministry which includes Tardebigge & Bentley; St. Philip’s, 
Webheath; St. Stephen’s, Redditch and St. Leonard’s, Beoley 
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Letter from the Bishop of Dudley 

 

By Rt Revd. Graham Usher 

For the past year I have been serving on the board of the Human 
Tissue Authority, the body that regulates organisations that 
remove, store and use human tissue for research, medical 
treatment, post-mortem examination, education and training, and 
display in public. They also give approval for organ and bone 
marrow donation from living people. I have become increasingly 
fascinated by its work and the many ethical questions that arise 
as medical science advances what is possible. 
 

Part of my role, along with other board members, is to give the final approval for living organ 
donations, having ascertained that the donation is being given without reward, coercion or 
duress - all of which are illegal in the UK. The donor also needs to be capable of giving 
informed consent, having understood what the procedure involves and its consequences. 
 
There are often incredibly inspiring stories such as a husband giving a kidney to his wife, or 
a work colleague donating to someone across the office. There are also people who choose 
to donate a kidney or liver lobe altruistically to someone who they do not know, and will likely 
never meet or know anything about. 
 
Recently I read a report submitted to the HTA for such a donation. It was an older person 
who decided that she would mark a significant birthday, not by receiving presents but by 
giving to someone else. Her Christian faith had inspired her, in thankfulness to God for good 
health and so many opportunities, to offer to donate one of her kidneys to a complete 
stranger. 
 
This would not be the choice of everyone, and many people might not be physically or 
psychologically fit to proceed, but it made me reflect upon how important it is to be people of 
gift. 
 
If we believe that everything we have, including our bodies, comes from God, then offering 
to donate in life and in death is part of our good stewardship. Donation then becomes an 
incredible gift of love as ‘freely you have received, freely give’ (Matthew 10.8) and it furthers 
our Christian calling to bring healing, motivated by compassion, mercy and prioritising the 
needs of others. 
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Some people choose to be blood donors, thus contributing to the 7000 units of blood that are 
needed each day by the NHS; red blood cells, platelets and plasma are all needed to save 
lives. Others choose to donate bone marrow. Others register to be an organ donor when they 
die so that the 6,900 or so people who at any one time are waiting for a transplant might be 
given an incredible gift. The sad reality is that there aren’t enough donors; in 2015, 429 
patients died while on the active waiting list for a transplant and a further 807 were removed because 

they became too ill. 

It can take some bravery to have that difficult conversation with family members to explain that when 
you die you would like to be an organ donor. That conversation is, however, really crucial. If this is your 
preference, do register - by signing up to the Organ Donation Register - and carry an organ donation 
card, but also have that conversation today so that your family understand your wishes to bring life and 

health to others if something were to happen to you. 

Life is an incredible gift. Donation in life, and in death, gifts to others lots more life in all its fullness. 

Bishop Graham 

 

A special service of celebration and thanksgiving for women’s ministry was held in Worcester 
Cathedral on Sunday 11th June. The service marked fifty years since female Lay Ministers 
were appointed; thirty years since women deacons were appointed and twenty five years 

since the vote was taken for women’s ordination as priests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Allison Davies is pictured amongst those who attended the service. 
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Celestial Corner 

I write this on 10th  June, which so far has been “flaming” June for all the wrong reasons, with 

weather more in keeping with late Autumn then mid-summer! 
 

So, here we are in July, high summer, and hopefully the weather has improved and become 
more seasonal! Obviously, the period from mid-May to mid-July is the worse time for 
observing the heavens at night, unless you want to be out from midnight to around 3.00am! 
Why is this you ask, the sun sets around 9.30pm and doesn’t rise until after 5 in the morning! 
True, but the sun does not sink very far below the horizon and even at mid-night the Northern 
horizon has a faint glow, so looking  for 1st magnitude star Capella in Auriga (a winter 
constellation) can take a little time unless you know exactly where to look and by 3am the sky 
is too light to see much! How ever during the big El Niño that occurred in the early ’90 a friend 
and I were out observing in our shirt sleeves and it was pleasant to watch the glow slowly 
move around to the NE and VERY peaceful! Anyway, enough of that, what have we got on 

view at mid-night on 14th July! 
 

Brilliant Jupiter is about to set in the 
West (the big blob on the right side 
of the map), Saturn is low in the 
South in the constellation of 
Orphiuchus, the serpent bearer, 
and the moon is just rising in the 
East. With Saturn’s position, we 
have one of the differences 
between astronomy and astrology. 
The latter has Saturn in Sagittarius, 
the neighbouring constellation, due 
to Orphiuchus straying between 
Scorpio and Sagittarius over the 
zodiac.  The spring triangle is 
almost gone, Spica, in Virgo, setting 
about the same time as Jupiter and 
Regulus in Leo well gone. Only 
Arcturus, in Bootes, is still fairly high 

in the SSW. So now we are back to the summer triangle of Vega, in Lyra, Deneb, in Cygnus 

and Altair in Aquila, all now riding high between SE and South.  
 

At the bottom of the map, we have Scorpio the Scorpion and Sagittarius the Archer. Scorpio 
is marked by the reddish Antaries, “the rival of Mars” so called because of it’s colour. It has 
two fainter stars either side and marks the centre of the scorpion’s body. Sagittarius is a 

sprawling constellation with no really bright stars.  
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“Thank you” 

 

My grandmother was very wise 
I’ve said this many times 

I write about her such a lot 
When I attempt to pen some rhymes. 

 
Gran it was who first taught me 

How to say my prayers 
When she came to say “Goodnight, God bless” 

After struggling up the stairs. 
 

“You don’t need to use big words” she’d say 
“God and Jesus understand 

And if you just say a simple prayer 
They will think that it’s just grand.” 

 
Gran taught me something I’ll not forget, 

In my mind it has remained, 
The only prayer needed is to thank the Lord 

For all His love the day’s contained. 
 

                                                                    L M Wadlow 

However, it is of interest in that it lies in the direction of the centre of our Galaxy, The 
Milky Way. For people with 10x50 binoculars the view of the Milky Way is well worth 
sweeping with the myriad of stars and other deep space objects, Nebulae and some star 
clusters, that can be found. However, you will need a good star atlas to identify most of 
them, but a slow sweep of the Milky Way from Cygnus down through the right hand side 
of Aquila and on down to Sagittarius is well worth it, especially if you have a solid support 
for your arms and/or binoculars. Messiers 8, 11, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26 are all 

around that area. It is no wonder that the autumn sky is rather dull in comparison! 

R.B. 
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News from School 

Each class has a  talk and tour of  the church from Dean as a school 
governor and church warden. The children in Year 3 become 
increasingly excited at their church visit as they know it  is their turn to 
see what is behind the ‘secret door’.  (The door in question is situated 
behind a notice board in the foyer). They know that not many people 
get to see what is behind the notice board which makes their visit even 

more exciting……. 
 

The pupils are taken up the spiral staircase in groups of six at a time to the first landing. 
They are very quiet as they listen carefully to the noise of the clock; see where the bells 

are rung from and discover graffiti carved in the stone walls many years ago. 
 

Although the view up the ladder is stomach churning to many, it is 
surprising that a few children want to climb it (for health and safety 

reasons they are not allowed to). 
 

While waiting to visit the bell 
tower, the children are busy 
exploring the church, asking 
many questions as they search 
for the most valuable item in 
church. Children are amazed to 

discover that it is actually themselves that are the most 
precious and valuable items; that without people in 
church, there wouldn’t be church. A thought provoking 

and interesting visit for Year 3 to reflect upon. 

 

Contact details:  

Telephone: 01527 872886 
Email: office@tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk 
Website: www.tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk 
 

Head Teacher: Julie Cutler 

 

Graffiti on the stone walls from 

over a hundred years ago 

mailto:office@tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.tardebigge.worcs.sch.uk
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Your Grandchildren 
 

Here we are. The infamous five. 
All with different memories  

that weave in between the threads 
of your  tweed jacket  adorned 
with that steadfast rotary pin. 
Modest as your demeanour, 

meaningful as every day 
you determined as your own. 

Journeying far and wide, 
turning through social circles, 

Sunday services dutifully taken, 
but other days it would be no good 

turning up at your house unannounced, 
As more than likely you would be out. 

  

However, every early December, 
you called the gathering of the clans. 

Thrown back to each of our childhoods 
over quiche and meats, baked potatoes 
and sweets amongst a swap of presents 

and cards. That's when we knew 
Christmas could finally officially start.  

Presiding from your kitchen stool, 
while the hubbub of our children 
crawl on same carpets we did, 

playing tunelessly on granny’s piano, 
climbing the stairs to reach a peace 
where our family solidarity rested 

next to a study of worldly knowledge. 

 

A tribute to Alan White written by one of his               

grandchildren, Kate Hughes on behalf of all five. 

Kate read this at the Thanksgiving Service for the life of 
Alan, held at Tardebigge Church on                             

Tuesday 6th June 2017  
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You were not larger than life, you were 
taller than that, unbending in the winds 

of change that whipped years through your 
home as we brought you our loves and losses. 
You watched us getting older and we are still 
none the wiser, but to you it never mattered. 

You never judged - you always accepted. 
Each of us a chapter in an unpublished work. 

To us, it’s not an end of a life, it’s an end 
of an era of our highly intelligent, 

book writing, canal loving, train spotting, 
quiet but sharp as a needle right to the end. 
Philanthropic, determined, loyal, kind, and 

incredibly wise Grandad. The end of an era indeed. 
 

Kate Hughes 

 Alan White 1918-2017 
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From Tardebigge & Bentley Parish Magazine - July 1983 
 

The 1983 Annual Fair 
 

Tardebigge Church’s second Annual Fair, the event which replaced the Garden Party, will 
take place this year on Saturday, 6th August, starting at 2.15pm. The venue will again be in 
and around the churchyard and school buildings , and the Fair will run concurrently with the 
Flower and Vegetable Show held in the Church. 
 

Last year’s Fair proved to be a great success through the generosity of the donations of many 
people, of time, effort, and items selling on the various stalls. Already planning is well under 
way for this year’s event, and given good weather there is no reason why the outcome should 
not be as successful as it was last year. 
 

For those who may be thinking how they can provide practical help for the Fair, the list below 
shows the stalls  and stall-holders that will be operating: 
 

Books, Magazines and Records  John Waddington 

Bottles Beryl Head                                                         Cakes Barbara Gibson 

Buffet Teas Dorothy Knight                                            Raffle Michael Gibson 

Children’s Corner   Penny Atkins                                  Groceries Agnes Hook 

Handmade & Fancy Goods  Pat Hutchings                  Souvenirs Ken Boardman 

White Elephant   Caroline Hirons                                  Garden Produce Maureen Frowley 

 

Please bring items to the stalls on the morning of Saturday, 6th August, or the previous 
evening, or contact the stall-holders beforehand if this is not convenient. Alternatively, items 
can be left at the School House. Posters will be available for collection from the church about 
two weeks  before the events. 
 

The Fair is of course, an important way by which money is raised for the Church’s financial 
needs; but perhaps just as  importantly, the Fair is intended to be an opportunity for members 
of the Church and Parish to get together  in an atmosphere of fellowship in numbers  not 
normally feasible at other events. All offers of help will be most  eagerly received, whether 
they be for preparation, organisation, or taking an active role on the day, working on stalls, 
running side shows, or perhaps even providing a blank cheque for one’s services! 
 

                                                                                                                  David Taylor 

 

From the archives……  
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Fair & Show Saturday 9th September 

Wondering what you can do to help with our main fund-raising event for St Bartholomew’s and St. 
Mary’s churches? Tardebigge Fair & Show is a highly enjoyable event in our parish calendar,      

enabling us to showcase the church and its work in our local community. 

 

There are all kinds of jobs, many described here, so there should be something for everyone no   
matter what your skills or physical abilities! If you can’t see anything here but would still like to help, 

just give me a call, I’d be delighted to help you find something to suit! 

 

Most of all, we need people! If you can’t help your-
self, can you recruit one or two people –       neigh-
bours, friends, family? Our pool of able-bodied help-
ers is shrinking annually, so I would love to hear 
from anyone willing to help out on a stall, with park-
ing, with sorting White Elephant as it comes in on 
Friday 8th September and with selling raffle tickets on 
the day. Do you know of someone local who might 
like the opportunity to promote a new business in the 
Community Hall (tables cost £20 to hire, but there is 

also the option of two business sharing a table)? 

 

A4 and A5 flyers to advertise the Fair and Show will be at the back of both churches short-
ly. If you attend any service over the next few weeks, please take one or two flyers and put 
them up in local shops and on community notice boards - and especially in your cars, which 
make great mobile advertisements! 
 
We have enclosed one book of Prize Draw tickets with this magazine – we’d be so grateful 
if you could do your best to sell them before the day. Please return stubs and money to 
Lucy Parkes, Sarah Carless (St Mary’s) or Chris Milton, all of whom can also let you have 
extra tickets. We do understand that not everyone who gets tickets with the magazine is 
willing or able to sell them – in that case, just let us have them back so that we can sell them 
to others! 
 
I am delighted to report that Tutnall Hall Nursing Home has most generously sponsored cash 
prizes for the draw this year, and thanks to other local organizations (including Anglo Welsh 
Waterway Holidays, Huntleys Funeral Services and the Midland Sinfonia) we have some 
great prizes to win. We don’t need donations from the congregation for the cash prize,   
therefore – but if you are unable to help in other ways, you can always support us by making 
a cash donation to help cover Fair expenses – sideshow prizes, supplies for  refreshments, 

printing draw tickets, entertainers’ fees and so on. 
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We already have a great start from Border Fencing, but we do need more, so just pass any-
thing you want to give to Chris, Dean or Lucy in an envelope clearly marked “For Fair & Show 
Expenses” – thank you in anticipation! 
 
Cakes and Teas are two of our biggest earners, so we need as much stock as we can get. 
Cakes can be made in advance and frozen, so even if you won’t be there on the day, please 
do think of us – I am happy to freeze for you if you are going to be away or are short of freezer 
space. Mary Peers and Suzanne Norris hope to be running a preserves stall as usual, so think 
of us as the soft fruit ripens if you make any jam! 
 
Please bring donations for our two highly successful stalls, the Chocolate Tombola and the 
Bottle       Tombola, to any service at St. Bartholomew’s from   mid-July until early September 
– there will be boxes to receive them under the font. 
 
Donations of plants, books, toys and our great White 
Elephant bric-à-brac (no clothes or electrical items, 
please) will be very welcome and should be delivered to 
the Church Hall on Friday 8th September – just call me if 
you need assistance with this. We could also do with a 
few old hand towels or tea towels if you can spare them. 
 
I’m delighted to report that Nick Reading has taken over the organization of the Produce 
Show this year. Many of you are already on the mailing list for schedules, but do contact Nick 
at nick@readingdesigns.co.uk or call him (01527 559207) if you would like to receive a copy. 
 
Finally, please rope in your friends, your family - anyone you can think of - and then contact 
me as soon as possible to offer whatever you can – and very many thanks to those of you 
who have already committed! 
 
Here’s to a fabulous Fair & Show on September 9th! 
 
Lucy Parkes – 01527 871132 
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Bentley Pauncefoot WI 
 

Last month I wrote about a resolution to help alleviate loneliness which was being considered 
by WIs up and down the country.  It occurred to me that in its own small way Bentley WI 
already tries to do this. In the 2013 booklet produced for our Golden Jubilee, the consistent 
theme was that members appreciated the friendship and fun that belonging to Bentley 
brought.  Recent events have borne this out.  The Rag market in was a very sociable event 
when members, friends and the public met up, exchanged news, got essential supplies for 
their craft activities and enjoyed tea and cake.  Almost an incidental by product was raising 

£250 for future activities.   

 

The May lunch was 
another relaxed 
occasion. Members 
enjoyed each other’s 
company, ate a delicious 
lunch and combined 
forces to raise money for 
an extremely worthy 
cause.  Members 
generously donated 
plants which were sold to 
help the New Hope 
Garden Project Africa 
which is raising money to 

sink a well. 

 

More fun is in prospect for June.  A sizeable group will gather for what has become an annual 
“must attend” performance -the Michael Lunts gig which is part of the Bromsgrove Festival at 
the Avoncroft Museum. He is an actor, singer and pianist whose witty and amusing renditions 
of a variety of songs from Noel Coward to Swann and Flanders never fail to delight. Add a 
glass of wine and lunch and you have the perfect recipe for very pleasant time.  Then we have 
just about enough recovery time for afternoon tea at the new Mappleborough Green Garden 

Centre.   

 

By the beginning of July we will then be able to walk off the extra pounds with a walk round 
KIftsgate Gardens!  Al these activities, which our splendid committee organises, are 

appreciated, particularly because they bring us together.  
 

Lynne Reading 

Members enjoying  lunch 
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Registers 

Jun 4 Alice Grace BARBER 

Fred Joseph WORMINGTON (at St. Mary’s) 
Jun 25 Ilaria  Rose BRITTON 

 Sophie Louise HARRISON 

Baptisms 

Sidesmens’ Rota Flowers 

July 2 11.00am 
  6.00pm 

E Price   and P Hopkins 
P Hopkins 

Elizabeth Price 

July 9   8.00am 
11.00am 
  6.00pm 

D Hall 
G Price and C Lee 
M Price 

Joanne Stephens 

July 16 11.00am 
  6.00pm 

J Oldaker and P Hopkins 
P Hopkins 

Karen Barnett 

July 23   8.00am 
11.00am 
  6.00pm 

G R Underhill 
L Parkes and D Stubbings 
T Powell 

Sheelagh Keen 

July 30 11.00am        V Richardson and P Hopkins  Jane Oldaker 

Aug 6 11.00am 
  6.00pm 

E Price   and P Hopkins 
P Hopkins 

Rosalind Chambers 

Aug 13   8.00am 
11.00am 
  6.00pm 

D Hall 
G Price and C Lee 
M Price 

Vivien Mackenzie 

Aug 20 11.00am 
  6.00pm 

J Oldaker and P Hopkins 
P Hopkins 

Norita Young 

Aug 27   8.00am 
11.00am 
  6.00pm 

G R Underhill 
L Parkes and D Stubbings 
T Powell 

Pat Hopkins 

Weddings 
Jun 10 Russell and Judith PROSSER (renewal of vows) 

  Funerals / Interments 
Jun 6 Reverend Alan WHITE 

Jun 10 Joyce Mary SMART (burial of ashes in churchyard) 

Jun 15 Sheila Mary NOLAN 
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 Wedding Anniversaries 

July August 

Sunday 2nd July 
  9.30am  Café Church in the Church Hall 
 (Complimentary breakfast from 9am) 

11.00am Traditional Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm  Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday 6th August 
11.00am Traditional Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm  Holy Communion (BCP) 

Sunday 9th July 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 

  9.30am  Family Service at St. Mary’s 
11.00am  Family Service 

  6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 13th August 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 

  9.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)at St. Mary’s 
11.00am  Family Service 

  6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 16th July 
  11.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                   and Sunday Funday 
     6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 20th August 
  11.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)  

     6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 23rd July 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 
  9.30am  Worship for ALL 

11.00am  Traditional Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 27th August 
  8.00am  Holy Communion 
  9.30am  Worship for ALL 

11.00am  Traditional Morning Prayer 
  6.00pm  Evensong 

Sunday 30th July 
  9.30am  Informal Holy Communion 
11.00am  Traditional Morning Prayer 

  6.00pm  Songs of Praise at St. Mary’s 

 

 

Services at Tardebigge & Lower Bentley 

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and  

good deeds, Not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,  
But encouraging one another” Hebrews 10: 24-25a 

Aug 3 Connie & Bob Swann 

Aug 16  Karen & Robert Barnett 

 

July 10 Doreen Underhill 

July 11 
 

July 17 

Bobbie Matulja 
 

Megan Davies 

July 18 
 

July 19 

Charles Lee 
 

Allison Davies 
July 24 Rosemary Troth 

Aug 2 Robert Barnett 

Aug 4 Rosalind Chambers 

Aug 9 
 
 
 

Aug 18 

Marcus Milton 

Thelma Skelly 

David Taylor 
 

Zoe Hopkins 
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Sudoku 

Solution next month 

Last month’s solution 

memory-improvement-tips.com 



i 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered charity no. 1012868 
 

www.cherishfund.org.uk 
 

The Cherish Fund is a UK based charity 
which has the provision of education for 
African children and young people as its 

primary objective. 
 

The charity is also helping to support a 
clinic in Uganda; many of the patients are 

disabled children from local villages.  
 

Your support would be very 
much appreciated! 

 

http://www.cherishfund.org.uk
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Church Wardens  
Chris Milton, 86 Finstall Road, Bromsgrove, B60 3BX 

(01527 871132 & 07825 749767) cmilton@btinternet.com 
 

Dean Hall, 73 Appletree Lane, Redditch, B97 6TD 
(07985 165168) deanrehall@gmail.com 

St. Bartholomew’s, 
Church Lane, 

Tardebigge, B60 3AH 

Directory 
St. Mary’s, 

High Elms Lane, 
Lower Bentley, B60 4JA 

Reader & Sacristan Raymond Hopkins 01527 67099 

Treasurer Kate Healey 
kate@katehealey.co.uk 

07583 607094 

PCC Secretary Vivien Mackenzie 07727 293664 

Parish Clerk & 
Electoral Roll Officer 

Jane Hall 
janeehall73@gmail.com 

07980 358252 

Choir Master Robert Barnett 01527 542491 

Organist Dudley Fowkes   

Safeguarding Officer & 
Sunday Funday 

Kay Middleton 
kmi@northbromsgrove.worcs.sch.uk 

07867 492938 

Central Communications 
(Magazine & Enquiries ) 

c/o Jane Hall 
contact@tardebiggechurch.org.uk 

07980 358252 

Envl. Scheme & Gift Aid Lucy Parkes 01527 871132 

Magazine Distribution Jane & Sally Oldaker 0121 445 1844 

Sidesman’s Secretary Pat Hopkins 01527 67099 

Sexton Michael Price 01527 544152 

St. Mary’s Church, 
Lower Bentley 

Marion Wormington 
Michael Sansom 

01527 880666 
01527 83686 

Tardebigge First School Headteacher: Julie Cutler 01527 872886 

Church Hall Bookings Angela Rigby 01527 872174 

Community Hall Lynn Denyer 07763 446902 

Bentley Village Hall June Brazier 01527 403950 

Clergy Team 

Incumbent/Team Rector: Rev. Richard Clark  
The Vicarage, Webheath, Redditch B97 5PD                                

(01527 543967 & 07970 8234620 trhtredditch@gmail.com 

Rev. Allison Davies (Assistant Curate) (01527 60892) 
 

Rev. Paul Irving (Team Vicar, St. Leonard’s, Beoley & Education) (01527 435683) 
 

Rev. Dick Johnson (Team Vicar & Faith at Work Chaplain) (01527 61936) 

Rev. Paul Lawlor (01527 62375) 
(Rural Dean, Team Vicar, St. Stephen’s & Town Centre Chaplain)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmilton@btinternet.com
mailto:deanrehall@gmail.com
mailto:janeehall73@gmail.com
mailto:kmi@northbromsgrove.worcs.sch.uk
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mailto:trhtredditch@gmail.com
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Advertise in the Magazine 

Annual or monthly rates (rates below 

are annual – 10 issues) 

If you are interested please call Dean 

Hall on 07985 165168 or email your 
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